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Council wants to hear your ideas

By Pamela Dittmer McKuen | Special to the Tribune
March 20, 2008
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If you've got a beef about condominium associations or a way Share
to make them better, the Illinois Condominium Advisory )
Council wants to hear it. & Print

|E| Reprints

This newly created task force was appointed to identify the

biggest challenges to condo life in lllinois and make
recommendations for legislative change. The council will host
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public hearings around the state this summer, and hopes to

present its final report to lawmakers by year's end.
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you make that happen?" she said.

"We will not be drafting
legislation, only addressing
global problems," said attorney
and council chairman Jordan
Shifrin of Kovitz Shifrin Nesbit in
Buffalo Grove and Chicago.
"After we have gotten all the
feedback, we will then vote on
recommendations.”

Many association residents and
leaders are ready to offer their
suggestions. Here's a handful:

License property managers. At
least, put teeth into recent
legislation that defines standards
for managers, said Beth Lloyd,
president of the Association of
Condominium, Townhome and
Homeowners Associations and
former association board
member.

The law says "they must be
professional, experienced and
have no convictions, but how do

Make developers more accountable. One possibility is mandatory escrows until the
association is satisfied there are no construction defects and the developer has paid
his share of assessments, said consultants Shirley Feldman and Angela Falzone of
Association Advocates Inc. in Chicago and Park Ridge.

"Once the developer has dissolved the limited liability corporation created for that
property, even if found at fault, there are no assets and no entity for the association
to chase," said Feldman. "The owners have to pay to resolve what the developer did

not do correctly."

Brian White, executive director of Chicago-based Lakeside Community Development
Corp., wants to see greater formality in developer turnover.

"It should be handled like a certificate of occupancy or a closing—if the money and
documents are not there, you don't get to close," he said. "Too many associations are
being short-handed by their developers. They have to sue to get their funds back,
which is not realistic if you have a small association and no funds to begin with."

Strengthen reserve requirements. Current law specifies "reasonable” reserves,
which is vague and subject to misinterpretation, said certified public accountant
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Christine Nyborg of Nyborg & Co. in Batavia.

Once and for all—who pays for the leak? When a resident's sink overflows into the
unit below, condo law seems to decree remedies that insurance policies don't provide.
Property manager Kara Gould, president of Rowell Inc. in Palatine, hopes for a
uniform solution. "Not everyone's dealing with this issue in the same way," she said.
"Some say it's the upstairs unit owner's responsibility. Some say it's not. Some say
the upstairs should pay the deductible for the downstairs owner's policy."

In addition to Shifrin, the members are: State Reps. Harry Osterman (D-Chicago,14th)
and Skip Saviano (R-Elmwood Park,77th); State Sens. Mattie Hunter (D-Chicago,3rd)
and Pam Althoff (R-Crystal Lake,32nd); George Panagakis, board member,
Association of Condominium, Townhome and Homeowners Associations; and Sheli
Lulkin, president, Association of Sheridan Road Condos/Co-Op Owners.

Send e-mail to jshifrin@ksnlaw.com.

More articles

Relive great moments in Chicago history: Photos, video, stories and more

Copyright © 2008, Chicago Tribune

Rate it: 7 3 77

Type in your comments to post to the forum

Name
(appears on
your post)

Comments

Type the numbers you see in the
image on the right: =

]
"Post Comment_.4

topix|

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service
and the comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be
removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback.

Find your lost loot

lash

e
Gl
If you find your name, print a
copy of the inquiry form and mail it
to the State of lllinois for more
information.

Name:
Address:
City:

Popular stories

MOST VIEWED

MOST E-MAILED

1. US Home Prices Drop 11.4 Pct in January

. Driven to the end of the road

A 0N

. Justice Dept. Approves XM-Sirius Merger
. Great Depression questions resurface amid

current economic conditions, just as they

have during other downturns

5. General Growth Properties prices
offering

more most viewed

stock

ADVERTISEMENT



Ads by Google

Condo Website Design

Creative Condo website design packed with features
and affordable

www.hoa-sites.com

Condo Associations

Attn: Property Managers - Insurance Multi
Location/States - 1 policy
www.InsureYourCondoAssociation.com

Developer Financing

Financing programs for Development Acquisition, Spotlight
and Repositioning
www.nrglimcher.com wamepn B i BizWrap

« Sign up for Tribune's free daily

Assessment Collection ; s
business news briefing

Automated assessment collection for community
association attorneys
www.collectronics.com

Weekly planner

Don't Be The Last To Know « Conventions, events, more

See what your neighbors are talking about in your
community.
ourcommunitysource.com

Immigration
* Issues and news

m Your Money
o « Personal finance news

Reporters' notebooks

: Retailing | Commercial real
estate

Health care | Legal profession
Financial services | Technology

—

amNY | Baltimore Sun | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Newsday | Orlando Sentinel | Sun-Sentinel | The Morning Call | The Virginia Gazette
LOCAL PARTNERS: | Triblocal | metromix.com | chicagosports.com | ChicagoLive | Chicago Magazine | Hoy Chicago | RedEye | CLTV | WGN-TV | WGN-AM
Jobs | Autos | Homes | Apartments | ShopLocal.com | Discount Shopping | Boodle Coupons | FSBO | Open Houses | Houses for Rent

SITE POLICIES: | Terms of service | Privacy



